
Serial: 112063

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

No. 89-R-99015-SCT

IN THE MATTER OF THE LOCAL RULES OF THE
SIXTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT

ORDER

This matter has come before the Court on petition of the chancellors of the Sixteenth Chancery

Court District seeking approval by this Court of an Order Directing Assignment of Cases filed in that court.

Having considered the petition and the order of that district, we find that the approval of such Order

Directing Assignment of Cases will promote the fair and efficient administration of justice.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Order Directing Assignment of Cases issued by the

chancellors of the Sixteenth Chancery Court District, appearing as Exhibit “A” to this order, is approved

as a local rule for that district.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall spread this order on the

minutes of the Court and shall forthwith forward a true certified copy of this order to West Publishing

Company for inclusions in the Southern Reporter, Second Series (Mississippi Edition).

SO ORDERED, this the 12th day of March, 2004.
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/s/ William L. Waller, Jr.                                     
WILLIAM L. WALLER, JR.,
PRESIDING JUSTICE

            
DIAZ, J., NOT PARTICIPATING.



EXHIBIT “A” TO ORDER
IN THE SIXTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

JACKSON, GEORGE AND GREENE COUNTIES

RE:  ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

ORDER DIRECTING ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

I.

Pursuant to Uniform Chancery Court Rule 1.06, all matters filed in this District on and after the date

of this Order shall be assigned to a single active Chancellor of this District at the time of filing of the action

by such method as described in paragraph II of this Order and in such fashion as to ensure such

assignments shall be equal and random, that no discernable pattern of assignment exists, and that no person

shall know to whom the case will be assigned until such time as it has been accomplished.  Except as

otherwise noted, all sections of this Order shall be applicable to each county within the District.

II.

Unless the Civil Case Filing Form indicates that the matter submitted for filing is a continued

assignment, upon receiving the Civil Case Filing Form and the pleadings, the Chancery Clerk of the county

in which the case is filed shall assign the matter to a single Chancellor either by computer or by drawing lots

as hereinafter set forth.

JACKSON COUNTY

The random assignment of cases shall be performed pursuant to computer program to conform with

the dictates of Uniform Chancery Court Rule 1.06 and this Order, as to all filings on the general, probate,

adoption and commitment dockets, as implemented and in place prior to the adoption of Uniform Chancery

Court Rule 1.06.

GEORGE AND GREENE COUNTIES
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The Chancery Clerk of George and Greene Counties shall immediately implement the following

random method of assigning cases to Chancellors in George and Greene Counties in the Sixteenth

Chancery Court District of Mississippi.

The Clerk shall prepare a container to hold thirty pieces of paper (herein referred to as ballots).

Each ballot shall have the number of a judicial place written thereon, as follows:

Ten (10) ballots shall have the numeral “1” written thereon.  This shall represent Place 1, currently

held by the Honorable Pat H. Watts, Jr.;

Ten (10) ballots shall have the numeral “2" written thereon.  This should represent Place 2, currently

held by Honorable Jaye A. Bradley;

Ten (10) ballots shall have the numeral “3" written thereon.  This shall represent Place 3, currently

held by Honorable Glenn Barlow;

The thirty (30) ballots shall be folded so that the number thereon is not visible and placed in the

container prepared by the Clerk and maintained in his custody.  The ballots shall be shuffled by the Clerk

after being placed in the container.

At the time a complaint is filed with the Chancery Clerk’s Office, and upon being assigned a cause

number, the Clerk individually shall at a designated time every day, draw a ballot from the container for

each complaint filed.  The ballot will determine the judicial assignment.  Used ballots shall be kept separate

from the container of unused ballots.

The Clerk, under no circumstances, shall use his/her discretion to draw more than one (1) ballot

per complaint.

The Clerk is responsible for maintaining the integrity of the container and the ballots.
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Once all the ballots have been drawn from the container, the Clerk replenishes the ballots with the

original thirty (30) ballots and the process begins anew.

The Clerk shall, at the end of each thirty (30) case assignment interval, compile a written accounting

to the three Chancellors of this District showing which cases were assigned to the respective Chancellors

stating the case type, the style of each case, and the attorneys involved.

The Clerk shall not change this method of assignment where a known conflict with a Chancellor

exists.  Each Chancellor having a conflict, requiring recusal, will address this issue on a case by case basis.

The above procedure shall at all times remain confidential and the Clerk shall not allow any party

to participate or otherwise have any knowledge as to the actual drawing of the ballots, and not allow

anyone to influence him/her in conducting the above procedure.

III.

The following matters shall be exempt from initial assignment to an active Chancellor, and such shall

be notated accordingly as “exempt form initial assignment”:

Joint Complaints, including irreconcilable differences divorce actions and
other uncontested matters;  Pro se irreconcilable differences divorce
actions;  Name Change or Birth Certificate Corrections; uncontested
Adoptions;  uncontested Guardianship or Conservatorship matters;
Removal of Minority; Commitments;  and Bond Validations.  Otherwise,
these limited areas of the dockets shall be heard by any available
Chancellor.

When a matter listed in the above paragraph becomes a contested matter,
or a response from the other party or parties indicating opposition to the
requested relief is filed or stated to the Court, the Chancellor to whom the
matter is submitted may, on his own motion, direct the Clerk to thereafter
assign the case by the method specified above.

IV.
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All modification and/or contempt matters, except those concerning orders entered in the foregoing

paragraph, shall be assigned to the active Chancellor by whom the order at issue was entered.

V.

Temporary Restraining Orders are to be presented to the assigned Chancellor.  However, in the

event the assigned Chancellor is not available and the matter is of a genuine emergency nature, it may be

presented to any available Chancellor who may act for and on behalf of the assigned Chancellor.  The

matter shall be heard on the merits by the assigned Chancellor.

VI.

The assignment of a civil action is permanent, unless, for good cause stated and order entered, the

assigned Chancellor directs the Chancery Clerk to reassign the case to one of the other Chancellors.

Where such reassignment is necessary, the Chancery Clerk shall assign the case as herein required.

VII.

Once a case is so assigned to a Chancellor, only the Chancellor to whom it is assigned will consider

the matter.  EXCEPT:  (1) where the Chancellor must recuse for good cause, (2) where the Chancellor

to whom a case is assigned will be unavailable for at least five (5) days to consider the matter due to

reasons such as sickness, duties outside the District, seminars, and vacations, then another Chancellor may

consider emergency matters, ex parte matters and uncontested or agreed matters.  When a Chancellor has

signed an order under the above exception, it shall remain the case of the Chancellor to whom it was

originally assigned.

Because of the urgency of mental, alcohol and drug commitments, they shall be assigned by the

Clerk to the most readily available Chancellor if not handled by a Special Master.
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Youth Court cases are assigned to the Youth Court Referee.  In cases involving shelter hearings

and detention hearings which are urgent, any Chancellor may hear the case when the designated Youth

Court Referee is not available.

All cases filed before the implementation of this Order, which have not been considered by any

Chancellor, shall be assigned in equal proportions, giving each Chancellor one-third (1/3) of the pending

unassigned cases in the same manner as those cases originally filed.

All cases before the implementation of this Order, which have been previously heard will be heard

by the Chancellor who has already begun the case.  All Department of Human Services child support cases

and all estate and guardianship matters, which have previously been considered are to be assigned to a

Chancellor as set out above with each Chancellor receiving as near as possible an equal number of these

cases.

VIII.

Ex parte matters will be considered on the Ex Parte Days hereinafter designated or at such other

times as may be scheduled by the separate order signed by the Senior Chancellor  September 22, 2003

establishing Court Terms, Vacation and Ex Parte Days.  Order establishing Court Terms, Vacation and

Ex Parte Days is filed with the Clerk of Court of each county of the Sixteenth Chancery District as well as

the Administrative Office of Courts and the Secretary of State.  Each Chancellor may set Motion Days or

hear same at times agreeable to the Court in Term, or Vacation, or Ex Parte Days involving the motion in

the cases assigned to each Chancellor.  

IX.

Each case filed in this District after the date of this Order shall bear a number as follows:  The

calendar year in which the case is filed, followed by the chronological number of the case, then followed
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by the Chancellor’s initials to whom assigned, being the same numbering system used presently in the

Sixteenth Chancery District.

SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED, this the   29th   day of September, 2003.

s/ Pat H. Watts, Jr.                                     
PAT H. WATTS, JR., CHANCELLOR

s/ Jaye A. Bradley                                     
JAYE A. BRADLEY, CHANCELLOR

s/  Glenn Barlow                                        
GLENN BARLOW, CHANCELLOR


