Said: 112063

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

No. 89-R-99015-SCT

INTHE MATTER OF THE LOCAL RULESOF THE
SIXTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT
ORDER

This matter has come before the Court on petition of the chancdlors of the Sixteenth Chancery
Court Digrict seeking goprova by this Court of an Order Directing Assgnment of Casesfiled inthat court.
Having conddered the petition and the order of that didrict, we find that the goprovd of such Order
Directing Assgnment of Caseswill promate the fair and effident adminidration of judice

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the Order Directing Assgnment of Casss issued by the
chancdlors of the Sixteenth Chancery Court Didtrict, gppearing as Exhibit “A” to this order, is goproved
asalocd rulefor thet didtrict.

IT ISFURTHER ORDERED that the Clerk of the Supreme Court shall soreed this order onthe
minutes of the Court and shdll forthwith forward a true certified copy of this order to West Publishing
Company for indusonsin the Southern Reporter, Second Series (Mississippi Edition).

SO ORDERED, thisthe 12th day of March, 2004.



[ William L. Waller, J.

WILLIAM L. WALLER, R,
PRESIDING JSTICE

DIAZ, J, NOT PARTICIPATING.



EXHIBIT “A” TO ORDER
IN THE SXTEENTH CHANCERY COURT DISTRICT, STATE OF MISSSSPA
JACKSON, GEORGE AND GREENE COUNTIES
RE: ASSGNMENT OF CASES

ORDER DIRECTING ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

l.

Pursuant to Uniform Chancery Court Rule 1.06, dl mattersfiled inthisDidtrict on and efter thedate
of this Order shdl be assigned to asngle active Chancdlor of this Didrict a thetime of filing of theaction
by such method as described in paragraph 1l of this Order and in such fashion as to ensure such
assgnmentsshd| beegud and random, that no discernable pattern of assgnment exigts, and that no person
shdl know to whom the case will be assgned until such time as it has been accomplished.  Exoept as
otherwise noted, al sections of this Order shdll be gpplicable to each county within the Digtrict.

.

Unless the Civil Case Fling Form indicates that the metter submitted for filing is a continued
assgnment, upon recaiving the Civil Case Fling Form and the pleadings, the Chancery Clerk of the county
inwhich the caseisfiled shdl assign the matter to asingle Chancellor @ther by computer or by drawing lots
as hereinafter st forth.

JACKSON COUNTY

Therandomassignment of casesshdl be performed pursuant to computer programto conformwith
the dictates of Uniform Chancery Court Rule 1.06 and this Order, astodl filingsonthegenerd, probete,
adoptionand commitment dockets, asimplemented and in place prior to the adoption of Uniform Chancery
Court Rule 1.06.

GEORGE AND GREENE COUNTIES




The Chancery Clerk of George and Greene Courties shdl immediady implement the fallowing
random method of assigning cases to Chancdlors in George and Greene Courties in the Sixteenth
Chancary Court Didrict of Missssppi.

The Clerk shdl prepare acontainer to hold thirty pieces of paper (herein referred to as bdlots).
Each bdlot shdl have the number of ajudicd place written thereon, asfallows

Ten(10) balotsshdl havethe numerd “1” written thereon. Thisshdl represent Place 1, currently
held by the Honorable Pat H. Wats, J.;

Ten(10) balotsshdl havethenumerd “ 2" writtenthereon. Thisshould represent Place 2, currently
held by Honorable Jaye A. Bradley;

Ten (10) bdlots shdl have the numerd “ 3" writtenthereon. Thisshdl represent Place 3, currently
hed by Honorable Glenn Barlow

The thirty (30) bdllots shall be folded so that the number thereon is not visible and placed in the
container prepared by the Clerk and maintained in his custody. The bdllots shdll be shuffled by the Clerk
after being placed in the container.

At the time acomplaint isfiled with the Chancery Clerk’ s Office, and upon being assgned acause
number, the Clerk individudly shdl & adesignated time every day, draw a balot from the container for
eachcomplantfiled. Thebdlat will determinethejudicdd assgnment. Used ballotsshdl bekept separate
from the container of unused balots

The Clark, under no crcumgtances, shdll use hisher discretion to draw more than one (1) ballot
per complaint.

The Clerk isregpongble for maintaining the integrity of the container and the bdlots



Oncedl the balots have been drawn from the container, the Clerk replenishesthe ballots with the
origind thirty (30) ballots and the process begins anew.

TheClerk shdll, & theend of each thirty (30) caseassgnment intervd, compileawritten accounting
to the three Chancdlors of this Didrict showing which cases were assgned to the respective Chancdlors
dating the case type, the yle of each case, and the atorneysinvolved.

The Clerk shdl nat change this method of assgnment where a known conflict with a Chancdlor
exigds Each Chancdlor having aconflict, requiring recusd, will addressthisissue on acase by casebess

The above procedure shdl a dl times remain confidentid and the Clerk shdl not dlow any party
to participate or otherwise have any knowledge as to the actud drawing of the balots, and not dlow
anyone to influence him/her in conducting the above procedure.

1.

Thefadlowing mattersshdl beexempt frominitia assignment to an active Chancdlor, and such shdl
be notated accordingly as“exempt form initid assgnment”:

Joint Complaints, induding irrecondlable differences divorce actions and
other uncontested matters, Pro se irrecondlable differences divorce
actions, Name Change or Birth Cetificate Corrections, uncontested
Adoptions  uncontested Guardianship or Conservatorship maiters
Remova of Minarity; Commitments, and Bond Vdidations Otherwise,
these limited aress of the dockets dhdl be heard by any avalable
Chancdllor.

Whenamatter listed in the above paragraph becomes acontested mter,
or aresponse from the other party or partiesindicating oppostion to the
requested rdlief isfiled or sated to the Court, the Chancdlor towhomthe
metter issubmitted may, on hisown mation, direct the Clerk to theresfter
assign the case by the method specified above.

V.



All modification and/or contempt metters, except those concerning orders entered intheforegoing

paragraph, shall be assgned to the active Chancdlor by whom the order at issue was entered.
V.

Temporary Regtraining Orders are to be presented to the assigned Chancdlor. However, inthe
event the assigned Chancdlor is not avallable and the matter is of a genuine emergency nature, it may be
presented to any available Chancdlor who may act for and on behdf of the assigned Chancdlor. The
matter shall be heard on the merits by the assigned Chancdllor.

VI.

The assgnment of acdivil action is permanent, unless, for good cause sated and order entered, the
assgned Chancdlor directs the Chancery Clerk to reassign the case to one of the other Chancdlors.
Where such resssgnment is necessary, the Chancery Clerk shdl assign the case as heréin required.

VII.

Onceacaeisn assgned toaChancdlor, only the Chancdlor towhomiit isassgned will consider
the matter. EXCEPT: (1) where the Chancdlor mugt recuse for good cause, (2) where the Chancdlor
to whom a case is assgned will be unavailable for a leedt five (5) days to consder the maiter due to
reasons such assickness, dutiesoutsdethe Didrict, seminars, and vacations, then another Chancellor may
congder emergency matters, ex parte matters and uncontested or agreed matters. When aChancdllor has
sgned an order under the above exception, it shdl remain the case of the Chancellor to whom it was
origindly assigned.

Because of the urgency of mentd, dcohal and drug commitments, they shdll be assgned by the

Clerk to the most reedily available Chancdlor if not handled by a Specid Mader.



Y outh Court cases are assgned to the Y outh Court Referee. In cases invalving shelter hearings
and detention hearings which are urgent, any Chancdlor may hear the case when the designated Y outh
Court Refereeisnot available

All cases filed before the implementation of this Order, which have not been consdered by any
Chancdlor, shdl be assigned in equd proportions, giving eech Chancdlor one-third (1/3) of the pending
unassigned casesin the same manner as those cases arigindly filed.

All casss before theimplementation of this Order, which have been previoudy heard will beheard
by the Chancdllor who hasdready begunthecase. All Department of Human Services child support cases
and dl edate and guardianship matters, which have previoudy been conddered are to be assgned to a
Chancdlor as st out above with eech Chancdlor recaiving as near as possble an equa number of these
Cases.

VIII.

Ex parte matters will be conddered on the Ex Parte Days hereinafter designated or & such other
times as may be scheduled by the separate order Sgned by the Senior Chancdlor  September 22, 2003
egtablishing Court Terms, Vecation and Ex Pate Days. Order establishing Court Terms, Vacaion and
Ex Pate Daysisfiled with the Clerk of Court of each county of the Sxteenth Chancery Didrict aswell as
the Adminigrative Office of Courts and the Secretary of State. Each Chancdlor may set Mation Daysor
hear same at times agresable to the Court in Term, or Vacation, or Ex Parte Daysinvaving themationin
the cases assgned to eech Chancdllor.

IX.
Each case filed in this Didtrict after the date of this Order shdl bear a number asfollows The

cdendar year in which the caseisfiled, followed by the chronologica number of the case, then followed



by the Chancdlor' s initids to whom assigned, being the same numbering system used presently in the
Sixteenth Chancery Didrict.

SO ORDERED AND ADJUDGED, thisthe_29th  day of September, 2003.

g Pat H. Watts, J.
PAT H. WATTS, JR., CHANCELLOR

g Jaye A. Bradley
JAYEA.BRADLEY, CHANCELLOR

9 Glenn Balow
GLENN BARLOW, CHANCELLOR




